SAFETY TIPS FROM YOUR LOCAL ASHLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
Ashland Police Chief Scott Rohmer and Sergeant Gregg Wildman attended the Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) meeting on January 8, 2007 and spoke with members for about an hour on a variety of subjects including identity theft, home security, and phone & Internet scams.  A summary of their valuable suggestions follows.

Chief Rohmer emphasized that he would like the police department to be a resource to the community.  Residents are encouraged to call the department to report any unusual or suspected illegal activities or to request assistance for personal safety.

Important information on preventing identity theft can be found at www.USPS.com. Also check out the Ashland Police department’s website at www.ashlandpd.org for additional tips and information on a wide variety of public safety concerns. 
Tips offered on home safety included maintaining adequate outside lighting, keeping shrubs pruned below windows, locking all doors and windows, installing deadbolts on outside doors, using timers on inside lights, and placing a large dog bowl and leash outside the door (indicating a large dog may be on the premises) when you are away. 

Hide valuables such as jewelry, checks and other confidential information in places where thieves would not automatically look, such as inside freezers, microwaves, the bottom of laundry hampers, in the basement, inside a large box, etc.   

Keep car doors locked, even in your own driveway, and do not leave any valuables inside in plain sight.

Don’t carry more ID with you than is absolutely necessary.  Limit credit cards to one or two, never carry your Social Security Card with you, make sure your Driver’s License and other identification cards do not contain your Social Security Number, and only carry a couple of checks with you as needed.

Large, clearly visible house numbers on buildings will aid police in quickly locating the unit in an emergency.  

ATM’s – Do not approach an ATM if there are suspicious characters nearby.  Either drive to another ATM location or call the police department and request that an officer be sent to the ATM site for your protection.

Phone and Internet Scams are becoming more sophisticated and a lot of people are being drawn into the scams.  Never give out or confirm your confidential information such as Social Security Number or credit card number unless you are sure it is to a legitimate business.   If you have any doubts about the authenticity of such requests, contact your bank, credit card company, or the Ashland Police to check it out.

House Check forms are available at the Ashland Police Department.   The police will periodically check your home while you are away.  They can also keep emergency information on file so that they can contact someone if there is a problem anytime you are not at home.

Please feel free to call the Ashland Police Department at 508-881-1212 to ask any questions.

